History 211
World History to 1500
Course Description
Three hours lecture per week 

This survey examines world civilizations from the Neolithic era to the European colonization of the Western Hemisphere. Topics may include, but are not limited to, the development and growth of religions, commerce, and other cultural institutions. 

GenEd: D  

So much for the catalog description.  All history is about human beings who are rational and make logical decisions within the context of their society.  This last point is important, because humans are also inveterate travelers, and both individuals and societies are constantly coming into contact with one another.  The purpose of this course is to explain the development and growth of human civilization to 1500.  It will focus around three basic themes: the inter-relationship of humans with the environment; the relationship of the individual to the state; and finally, the emergence of Europe as a global power.
Course Objectives

The General Education Program provides a vital element in fulfilling the mission of the University. Interdisciplinary courses facilitate learning within and across disciplines, enabling students to use information and approaches from a wide variety of disciplines. Language and multicultural courses provide the opportunity for students to experience cultures other than their own in meaningful and respectful ways. General Education requirements are designed to assure that all graduates of the University, whatever their major, have acquired essential skills, experiences, and a broad range of knowledge appropriate to educated people within society.

General Education courses are intended:
· To foster an ability to think clearly and logically; 

· To prepare students to find and critically examine information; 

· To communicate at an appropriate level in both oral and written forms; 

· To acquaint students with the physical universe and its life forms and to impart an understanding of scientific methodology and of mathematical concepts and quantitative reasoning; 

· To cultivate through the study of philosophy, literature, languages, and the arts-intellect, imagination, sensibility, and sensitivity, 

· To deal with human social, political, and economic institutions and their historical backgrounds, with human behavior and the principles of social interaction, and 

· To integrate their knowledge by forming an interdisciplinary and insightful approach to learning.

This course fulfills the G.E. Requirement for the Social Perspectives Category by introducing students to a number of important civilizations around the world. After taking this course, students will be able to: 
· - compare and contrast ancient civilizations 

· - interpret historical sources from different cultural backgrounds 

· - trace the development and dispersal of major religions 

· - evaluate the impact of the environment on human history 

· - locate historical places on maps 

· - trace the origins of intellectual ideas 

Student Responsibilities
It is the responsibility of each student to:

A)  Complete all reading assignments,

B) Attend lecture,

C) Participate in group and class discussions,

D) Meet with the instructor in person in the event of any difficulties or questions concerning readings or lectures, and

E) Ensure that all work is your own.  It is expected that you will be familiar with the University definition of plagiarism.
Academic Honesty

1. Academic dishonesty includes such things as cheating, inventing false information or citations, plagiarism and helping someone else commit an act of academic dishonesty. It usually involves an attempt by a student to show possession of a level of knowledge or skill that he/she does not possess.

2. Course instructors have the initial responsibility for detecting and dealing with academic dishonesty. Instructors who believe that an act of academic dishonesty has occurred are obligated to discuss the matter with the student(s) involved. Instructors should possess reasonable evidence of academic dishonesty. However, if circumstances prevent consultation with student(s), instructors may take whatever action (subject to student appeal) they deem appropriate.

3. Instructors who are convinced by the evidence that a student is guilty of academic dishonesty shall assign an appropriate academic penalty. If the instructors believe that the academic dishonesty reflects on the student's academic performance or the academic integrity in a course, the student's grade should be adversely affected. Suggested guidelines for appropriate actions are: an oral reprimand in cases where there is reasonable doubt that the student knew his/her action constituted academic dishonesty; a failing grade on the particular paper, project or examination where the act of dishonesty was unpremeditated, or where there were significant mitigating circumstances; a failing grade in the course where the dishonesty was premeditated or planned. The instructors will file incident reports with the Vice Presidents for Academic Affairs and for Student Affairs or their designees. These reports shall include a description of the alleged incident of academic dishonesty, any relevant documentation, and any recommendations for action that he/she deems appropriate.

4. The Vice President for Student Affairs shall maintain an Academic Dishonesty File of all cases of academic dishonesty with the appropriate documentation.

5. Student may appeal any actions taken on charges of academic dishonesty to the "Academic Appeals Board."

6. The Academic Appeals Board shall consist of faculty and at least one student.

7. Individuals may not participate as members of the Academic Appeals Board if they are participants in an appeal.

8. The decision of the Academic Appeals Board will be forwarded to the President of CSU Channel Islands, whose decision is final.

Examinations
There will be two in-class written examinations—the midterm and the final—and three short papers (2-3 pages each) that will require you to analyze the readings.  There will also be regular meetings of discussion groups and class discussions.  The midterm will be weighted at 25% of your grade, the final 30%, and each paper 10%, and the group discussions at 15%.  Please note that of these grades, the group discussion grade will be based on peer evaluations.  All grading will be based on the rubrics at the end of this syllabus.
Readings:
Creating Ancient Society A Reader for World History to 1500 ed. Michael Blodgett on Blackboard
The Epic of Gilgamesh trans. N. K. Sandars
Beowulf, trans. E. Talbot Donaldson
The Bhagavad-Gita, trans.  Barbara Miller

The Sundiata, trans.  D. T. Niane
Class Outline

Information contained in this syllabus, other than that mandated by the University, may be subject to change with advance notice, as deemed appropriate by the instructor
8/24
Introduction

8/26
The earliest civilizations and the coming of the Indo-Europeans

Reading: To the Fields Scattered ch. 1
8/31
The Bronze Age—the Fertile Crescent
Reading: The Epic of Gilgamesh, To the Fields Scattered ch. 2
9/2
The Bronze Age—China and India 
9/7
Holiday    
9/9
The Peoples of the Sea 

Reading: To the Fields Scattered ch. 3
9/14
Assyria and Persia
9/16
Discussion

Reading: The Bhagavad-Gita

9/21
West Africa

 Reading: To the Fields Scattered ch. 5
9/23
The Greeks 

FIRST PAPER DUE
9/28
Iron Age China

Reading: To the Fields Scattered ch. 6
9/30
Alexander the Conqueror 
10/5
Late Antiquity 
Reading: To the Fields Scattered ch. 7
10/7
The Arab Expansion
10/12
 The (Failed) Norse Colonization of North America 
10/14
MIDTERM 
10/19
The Silk Road
Reading: To the Fields Scattered ch. 8
10/21
The First Three Crusades
10/26
Central Asian Empires   
10/28
Discussion

Reading: Beowulf, To the Fields Scattered ch. 9
11/2
The Black Death 

Reading: To the Fields Scattered ch. 10

11/4
The Chinese Renaissance 

SECOND PAPER DUE
11/11
Holiday          
11/16
The Black Death  


Reading: To the Fields Scattered ch 11
11/18
The Chinese Renaissance
11/23
Furlough Day   

Reading: To the Fields Scattered ch 12
11/25
Furlough Day   
11/30
1453—the end of the ancient world

Reading: Sundiata, To The Field Scattered ch. 14

12/2
Portugal and West Africa

THIRD PAPER DUE
Final Exam: Wednesday 9 December, 1:00-3:00pm (SUBJECT TO CHANGE)
The Papers

Below are the prompts for the papers.  Your paper should be approximately three pages long (certainly no longer than 3 and one-half pages), typed and double-spaced.  Do not include a title page or bibliography.  In terms of citations, simply note the page number any quote or statement came from.  Above all, DO NOT USE ANY SOURCE OTHER THAN THE BOOKS ASSIGNED IN WRITING YOUR PAPER.  Late papers will not be accepted.  Furthermore, no paper will be accepted unless it is handed directly to the instructor or his designated stand-in.  Do not email it, place it in my mail box, or leave it unattended in my office.

Question 1:  Compare and contrast the societies of Gilgamesh and Arjuna.  What is the nature of individual obligations in these two societies?

Question 2:  Compare and contrast the relationship of the individual with the larger society as reflected by Achilles and Beowulf.
Question 3:  Compare and contrast Sundiata and Gilgamesh.  Though separated by some three thousand years, have the obligations of the ruler changed?
History Essay Rubric

	Proficiency Level

Total Points/%

____/100
	Focus and Interpretation

_______/40
	Use of Evidence

______/50
	Writing Clarity and Correctness 

_______10

	Highly Accomplished

  90-100
	Focuses on what the question asks.

Provides a thesis statement that provides an answer to the question.

Demonstrates  excellent content and scope, understanding of the topic, and a strong knowledge of the sources

36-40
 
	Supports argument with facts from reading and, if appropriate, lecture

Weighs evidence against contra-dicting  facts

Incorporates the actual words of historical actors (primary sources) into the essay. 

All facts are cited if applicable

45-50


	Content is organized into an introduction (with thesis & a preview of evidence), the body of main ideas that prove the thesis which are supported by facts from the research effort, and a conclusion

No spelling or grammatical errors

9-10

	Accomplished

  80-89
	A  thesis statement that provides an answer  to the question

Demonstrates better than average content and scope, a good understanding of the topic, and a strong understanding of the  sources 

32-35

  
	Generally supports argument with facts from reading and, if appropriate, lecture

Adequately paraphrases the evidence where appropriate

Almost all facts that support the thesis are cited and their sources are cited correctly 

40-44

 
	Content is mostly organized into introduction (with thesis & some previewing of evidence), the body of main ideas generally supported by facts, and a conclusion

Minimal spelling or grammatical errors exist

8

	Competent

70-79
	Thesis statement is vague

Narrates or tells a story rather than answering the question

 28-31

   
	Most of the facts that are presented as evidence  are correctly cited  if applicable  

An  effort that demonstrates a mostly acceptable understanding of the topic with enough content and scope or context  

35-39 


	 Content has a basic organization with a thesis but with no preview of evidence, the body of main ideas has only a minimal number of facts to support each contention, and a conclusion that may not relate much to the evidence

Few spelling and grammatical errors exist

7

	Developing

60-69
	No discernable thesis statement

Demonstrates less than minimum or acceptable understanding of the readings with  little understanding of what the question was about; it is clear that little time was expended in attempting the task 

24-27


	Few facts are used to support the analysis, which consists largely of opinion

Entire essay overly general; no specific supporting examples; little evidence from the required readings; inadequate and/or incomplete citations
Significant facts are missing

30-34


	Content is mostly disorganized with some sort of confused thesis & no preview of evidence, of main ideas may be presented but they are not adequately supported by facts or you may have a collection of isolated facts, and there is little or no conclusion

Significant spelling and grammatical errors exist

6

	Beginning

  0-59
	Vague or no thesis statement

Argument does not respond to the question in any significant way

Demonstrates little or no understanding of the evidence

 clearly a last-minute effort; relies mostly on others' ideas and conclusions: 

0-23

 
	Few or no facts are cited

Significant factual errors exist

Makes unsupported assertions based on prejudice or preconception, not on evidence
Little or no evidence the student did the reading

0-29

  
	Content has no discernable organization; if there is a thesis it is not clear or off topic; there are little or no supporting facts; alternatively content  may appear to have been plagiarized

Exhibits poor writing, such as typos, sentence fragments, subject-verb disagreements, considerable overuse of the passive voice, grammatical and word use errors 

0-5


History Discussion Rubric
Group:____________Evaluator_______________Evaluatee__________________
	Proficiency Level

Total Points/%

____/100
	Participation
_______/40
	Knowledge of Material

______/50
	Attendance

_______10

	Highly Accomplished

  90-100
	Consistently engaged in discussion of the questions

36-40
 
	Consistently aware of the material and able to discuss it in an effective manner

Consistently recognized significant details 

45-50


	Consistently present; warned fellow group members if s/he was going to be absent for extended periods
9-10

	Accomplished

  80-89
	Generally engaged in discussion of the questions

32-35

  
	Demonstrated a good understanding of the material, with  a clear understanding of the characters and their situations

40-44

 
	Regularly present and participating
8

	Competent

70-79
	Usually able to discuss the material in an informed manner, though occasionally passive

 28-31

   
	Demonstrated a generally good understanding of the material

35-39 


	Regularly present and participating, but missed enough discussions or was late with enough frequency that the burden of work fell on others
7

	Developing

60-69
	Generally passive, with little effort made to participate in discussing the material

24-27


	Demonstrated a minimal knowledge of the material, with little or no understanding of basic facts

30-34


	Consistently absent or late in ways that impacted the group
6

	Beginning

  0-59
	Passive, with no effort made to contribute

0-23

 
	Demonstrated no knowledge of the material

0-29

  
	Absent more often than not

0-5


